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and inconveniently by the compensation to be given to us,
and by the advantage to trade and social intercourse. If I
might say it, I don't want your Viceroyalty (which is
winning such golden opinions) to be associated with any
such apparent injury to the millions who have no one to
plead their cause. Of course I know that, in the general
interest, there is much to be said for your proposals, and
moreover that (as you have shown) you have the welfare of
the poorer classes sincerely at heart: but the public only
looks to salient facts, and is sure to misunderstand and
misrepresent you. However, I have the greatest objection
to the Frontier line, and need not say that I will read your
draft letter with the most anxious attention, and see if I
can agree. When I thought that you would have lowered
your duty to Eupees 2, I would without hesitation have
acquiesced in the increase of ours to that figure, because it
appeared to me that the interest of the Madras peasantry
might not unjustly yield to the interest of the much more
numerous peasantry in Upper India. Now there is not the
same motive. I suppose it is now considered out of the
question that you should (even omitting Bengal) reduce
your rate to ours. I wish it were not so."

Lord Eobart's answer to the Viceroy's proposals are most
fully and deliberately given in the following letter:

"I have read and considered with the most careful
attention your proposed letter about salt.

" Most of the arguments are of great importance with
a view to a right decision, and the whole letter seems
to me to be very closely, fairly, and cogently reasoned: but
I am obliged to confess that I am not convinced. Even if
the extra four annas for the trans-Godavari districts could
be given up, I do not think we ought to acquiesce in the
measure.

"The ground which I take is this. The proposal
involves an increase of taxation upon an article necessary to